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such extraordinary bias on the whole question, that his
statement carries no weight. The letter which he pro-
duces makes no such admission. A further statement
quoted as being made by Ira Davenport is demon-
strably false. It is that the instruments never left the
cabinet. As a matter of fact. The Times representative
was severely struck in the face by a floating guitar, his
brow being cut, and on several occasions when a light
was struck instruments dropped all over the room. If
Houdini has completely misunderstood this latter
statement, it is not likely that he is very accurate
upon the former (vide Appendix),

It may be urged, and has been urged, by Spiritual-
ists as well as by sceptics that such mountebank
psychic exhibitions are undignified and unworthy.
There are many of us who think so, and yet there
are many others who would echo these words of
Mr. P. B. Randall :

The fault lies not with the immortals, but in us ; for,
as is the demand, so is the supply. If we cannot be reached
in one way, we must be, and are, reached in another ;
and the wisdom of the eternal world gives the blind race
just as much as it can bear and no more. If we are intel-
lectual babes, we must put up with mental pap till our
digestive capacities warrant and demand stronger food ;
and, if people can best be convinced of immortality by
spiritual pranks and antics, the ends resorted to justify
. the means. The sight of a spectral arm in an audience
of three thousand persons will appeal to more hearts, make
a deeper impression, and convert more people to a belief
in their hereafter, in ten minutes, than a whole regiment
of preachers, no matter how eloquent, could in five years.
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